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McDonald Receives In The
Spirit of Mari Sandoz Award

Judy McDonald, retired dean of

the College of Arts and Letters at
Bemidji State University in Minne-
sota, was presented the “In the Spirit
of Mari Sandoz Award” during the
dinner that concluded the combined
2008 Annual Conference of the
Mari Sandoz Heritage Society and
the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
at Chadron State College. Presenta-
tion of the award was made by Lynn
Roper of Lincoln, president of the
society.

Judy McDonald was an assistant
librarian and an instructor of library
science at Chadron State for six
years in the late 1960s and early ‘70s,
when the society was organized.

She was the societyis prst executive
secretary.

“Judy was the founder of the soci-
ety, nurtured it, built the prst early
interest in such an enterprise, and
brought me and many others to con-
stitute the board in the early 1970s,”
said Dr. Ron Hull of Lincoln, long-
time president of the society.

McDonald stated, “In a way, the
Sandoz Society had its origins in the
late 1950s when | saw Mari in action
at the Lincoln (NE) City Library.
After her death, Caroline Sandoz
Pifer (Mari’s youngest sister) gener-
ously shared biographical informa-
tion about her for students when |
was a librarian at Milford (NE) High
School.

“Later, when | was at Chadron
State, the Sandoz family gave me
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permission for us to start
the society in her name,”
McDonald added.

McDonald recalled that

the prst activities of the

society included publishing a
quarterly newsletter and having
convocations on May 11, Mari’s
birthday.

The new organization also
sponsored a couple of “Sandoz
Country” tours that included
visits to the “River Place”
south of Hay Springs where
much of Marits prst book,
“Old Jules,” occurs and go-

ing east through the Sandhills
to the place where Old Jules
relocated and planted orchards.
Mari Sandoz’s grave is at the latter
location.

Hull said McDonald also did the
research and wrote the script for
“Song of the Plains: The Story of
Mari Sandoz,” a documentary pro-
duced in 1976 that featured inter-
views with all of Mari’s siblings who
were still living and had Dick Cavett
as host and Dorothy McGuire as
narrator. Hull said the documentary
is still a popular item.

McDonald also interviewed many of
Mari’s acquaintances, wrote numer-
ous articles about the author and
was instrumental in opening a Mari
Sandoz Heritage Room on the main
yoor of the Chadron State Col-

lege Library. In addition, she helped
organize a week-long workshop on

Heritage Society presents the “Spirit” award to
Judy McDonald.

the author that was taught by Roger
Welsch at Chadron State Park and
took the lead in nominating Mari
Sandoz for the Nebraska Hall of
Fame. Sandoz was inducted into the
hall of fame in 1976.

This was McDonaldis prst visit to
western Nebraska since the Mari
Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center
opened at Chadron State College

in 2002. Creating interest in such a
facility was another of her endeavors
while she was the society’s executive
director. McDonald also used the
author as the topic for her doctoral
dissertation.

See McDonald’s remarks on Page 4.
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The StoryCatcher

The “Story Catcher” is the title of a
book by Mari Sandoz and it is the
title of Helen Winter Stauffer’s auto-
bigraphy of Mari, “Mari Sandoz The
Story Catcher of the Plains.”

The StoryCatcher is published four
times a year by the Mari Sandoz
Heritage Society, a 501(c)(3) non-
propt organization.

The Sandoz Society seeks to build
an appreciation of Mari Sandoz’s
body of work, to preserve the
literary works and legacy of this
premier historian, and to raise funds
to support these efforts.

Each year, the Society hosts a con-
ference that celebrates and studies
the works of the author.

Additionally, the Society provides
collections on loan to the Mari San-
doz High Plains Heritage Center at
Chadron State College. These ma-
terials and pnancial support from
the Society’s endowments support
the College’s academic, archival,
research, and outreach programs.

Address changes should be mailed
to 2301 NW 50th Street, Lincoln, NE
68524.

Contributions to the Mari Sandoz
Heritage Society are tax-deduct-
ible. To join the Society, pll out and
mail the form on the back of this
newsletter. For more information,
e-mail marisandoz_society@wind-
stream.net, or www.marisandoz.

Mari Sandoz

The feats, the passions, and the dis-
tinctive speech of the West come
alive in the writings of Mari Sandoz
(1896-1966).

As the author of 23 books, includ-
ing Old Jules, Cheyenne Autumn,
and Crazy Horse, the Strange Man
of the Oglalas, she was a tireless
researcher, a true storyteller, and
an artist passionately dedicated to
the land.

As a historian and as a novelist,
Sandoz was inducted into the
Nebraska Hall of Fame in 1976 and
posthumously received the cov-
eted Wrangler Award from the Hall
of Great Westerners.

With her vivid stories of the last days
of the American frontier she has
achieved a secure place as one

of the pnest authors in American
literature and one of Nebraska’s
most important writers.

New Board Members Join the Mari
Sandoz Heritage Society

CON MARSHALL

Con Marshall has a long association with Chadron State
College. He graduated from the college in 1963. After working
as a news reporter for the Chadron Record and Scottsbluff
Star-Herald a total of six years, he became the college’s director
of information and sports information director on July 1,
1969.

He left the college for two years in the mid-1970s to become

editor of the Sidney Telegraph and then the Chadron Record, but returned to his
former position at CSC in 1978. He began a phased retirement in July 2007, but
remains on the staff to help with special assignments and historical projects.

While Marshall is perhaps best known as a sportswriter and sports historian, he
has a deep appreciation for the history and legacy of western Nebraska, where he
has lived all of his life. One of his earliest memories is of his father and a great
uncle discussing the incident in Old Jules in which Sandoz shot off a part of his
hand after it was bitten by a rattlesnake. They thought that must have taken a lot
of courage and wondered if it was true. They concluded it must have been or it
wouldn’t have been printed.

Marshall has attended a majority of the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society confer-
ences at CSC the past two decades. His archives contain a couple of thick ples
pertaining to Mari Sandoz, the society’s endeavors and the interest they have
sparked in the High Plains and its people.

In 2002, he wrote numerous stories about the long-awaited development and
opening of the Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center on the CSC campus.
The opening was depnitely 0a dream come true.6

Marshall’s wife Peggy helps prepare elementary education teachers at Chadron
State. They have three adult children and seven grandchildren.

KATHERINE BAHR

Kathy Bahr serves as a full professor of English at Chadron State College where
she teaches English literature, composition and ethics. Both
her Ph.D. and bachelor’s degrees are from the University of
Georgia in Athens and her master’s degree is from Valdosta
State University with an emphasis in American literature.

After moving to Chadron, Bahr wanted to know more about
Mari Sandoz, so she attended some of the Sandoz Society
meetings and made a presentation at the 2006 conference
entitled “Collateral Damage: Domestic Violence in The Tom-
Wialker.” So Bahr was pleased and honored when she was
approached about serving on the board this spring.

“I know relatively little about the workings of the Society, and I am no expert on
the author herself, but the members of the group are thoroughly engaging and
diverse, and I look forward to getting to know them as well as the business of the
board,” she said.

She pnds Mari Sandozis works quite interesting in themselves.

“The literary quality is uneven, but her grasp of this country and its diverse
peoples is impressive, as is her sense of how regional events reyect the state of
the nation,” she said.

At present, Bahr is building on a discussion of veterans and their troubles in The
Tom-Walker and she is hoping to expand into a more comprehensive study of
Mariis pacipsm. She pnds the knowledge of various society members on these
subjects amazing, and she is grateful to have their help to supplement the Sandoz
archives.







